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Housing in Canada

ÂOwnership: 2/3 households

ÚOwners have twice the income and 80 

times the wealth of tenants

ÚOwners spend 18% of income on housing.

ÂRental: 1/3 of households

RTenants have half the income of owners

RTenants spend 28% of income on housing



Geographic Patterns

ÂGenerally there is a higher percentage of 
renters in urban areas than in rural areas

RMontreal 47%

RVancouver 35% (downtown 52%; West 

End 80%, DTES 88%)

R Toronto 32%

RCalgary 26%



Types of Rental Housing

RCondominiums: urban, most expensive

RApartments: about 50% of rentals in BC, 

purpose-built, aging stock

RSecondary suites: about 34% of rentals in 

BC, has been fastest growing group

RManufactured homes: rural housing

RNon-profit rentals: 5% of rental stock; 

lowest of any OECD country except the US



Historical Reasons for Current 

Situation
ÚGovernment promotes ownership

ÚProvides incentives and tax breaks for 

owners

RNo tax relief for renters

RDisincentives for developers/landlords to 

provide new purpose-built rentals

RFederal government downloading 

responsibilities onto provinces/territories



Outlook for Rental Housing

RDemand continues to grow

RAffordability is major problem

R Tenants household income half that of 

owners

R Increase in cost of land/housing has 

outpaced income growth

RNeed government action to protect 

tenants and encourage new building 


