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Stockholm April 17, 2007

IUT recommends the European Parliament to adopt the Andria report

– with two amendments, on May 9-10
The International Union of Tenants, IUT, is an international organisation of national and regional tenant organisations, consisting of 54 members worldwide, of which 25 are represented in the European Union. 
On March 20, 2007, REGI adopted almost unanimously the initiative report "Housing and regional policy" (2006/2108(INI)) (Rapporteur: Andria, Alfonso (IT/ALDE)). 

The report will be put to the vote of the whole Parliament at the Brussels plenary session of May 9-10.   

IUT recommendation to the European Parliament: 
The IUT Board, having met in Geneva April 13-14, 2007, decided to endorse the Andria report, with two important amendments – see below. 
- Our recommendation is thus to vote for the adoption of the report by the European Parliament with the amendments below. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Amendments to the draft report on housing and regional policy (A6-0000/2007/Final) 

· 
Decent and affordable rental housing is crucial to worker mobility and contributes to economic growth. During the last decades costs for rents have been soaring in many Member States. Therefore the EU needs to define the concept of decent and affordable rental housing including the security of tenure. Since the security of tenure is weak in many European member states; it has to be strengthened and further supported by the EU. 

· 
The EU should give the concept of social housing a broad definition so that it not only includes those operators providing housing to families and persons in need, but also to those persons and families that have difficulties finding housing on the commercial market. Further the concept should include those social housing operators that have social inclusion and urban renewal on their agenda.

