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Focus on spiralling rents for 

international tenants’ day
For release October 3
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October 3: 

Today the Tenants' Union of Queensland, in coordination with other tenant groups worldwide, will celebrate International Tenants’ Day (ITD) by holding a stall in Brisbane’s King George Square from 8am until 2pm (Monday October 3).  ITD is held annually on the first Monday in October.

‘This year’s ITD is an opportunity to consider the plight of tenants in our state’, says Tenants' Union of Queensland Coordinator, Ms Penny Carr.  ‘Many people are currently living in housing stress.  In the five years to July 2005, median weekly rents in Queensland have increased an incredible 45.5% to $240/week’, she continued.

‘The largest rent increase I have personally advised on is $80 per week - many low income tenants are struggling to find properties to suit their means’ continued Ms Carr.

The Minister for Housing has recently announced a major review of the Residential Tenancies Act to commence in February 2006.   ‘The Tenants' Union is hoping Act’s review will strengthen tenants’ rights regarding security of tenure and offer some sort of rent control so that increases such as we have seen are curbed’, said Ms Carr. 

With both home purchase and the availability of public housing declining, increasing numbers of people have no option but to remain in the private rental market for long periods of time, sometimes permanently.

Tenancy advice is available to all Queensland tenants each weekday on

 07 3257 1108 or 1800 177761 (outside Brisbane).  

The Tenants' Union has also updated its website at www.tuq.org.au

