French national report 
from Conf. National des Locataires, CNL

First:  the claim of rent contract on trial. When the parliament voted the incredible law on the first job contract allowing bosses to dismiss employees without any justification the first two years of their employment, the private landlords immediately claim the right to sack these dismissed employees. Fortunately they didn’t succeed as the bosses didn’t succeed thanks to a very important mobilisation and very important demonstrations
Second: we are more and more faced to what we call demolition an reconstruction projects in sensible areas. Pretexting that some buildings are like social and ethnics ghettos, that the population density is too high, that the buildings are in a so bad estate that it would be too much expensive to renew them, more and more social landlords and municipalities want to destroy social buildings. And the government encourages them. The consequences are, very often catastrophic. For the tenants of course, obliged to move without garantee to come back in their former area. For the lach of housing which increases immediately without garantee that each destroyed flat will be replaced by a new one. Even if we are not systematically against building demolitions, we observe many local fights of our activists against these projects. 
Third: the so called sale for cut is going on. More and more financial instutions sale their buildings to some colleague which immediately proposes the tenants to buy at a double or triple price the flats they are occuping. As few tenants are able to buy, at the end of their contract, they are obliged to move. It is pure speculation and if it doesn’t concern the poorest tenants, it is also a source of insecurity of tenure. 

Fourth: the national housing engagement formerly called property for everybody or housing for every body. Even if the title is very impressive it has nothing to do with a national plan for solving the housing crisis. It is only a collection of measures more or less dangerous for tenants and any social housing policy. For example, a draft of law, actually in duscussion by the parliament, concerning the obligation for 740 big cities to reach the level of 20% of social flats before 2020,  wants to reduce the obligation in very important proportions. 
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