060527 CNL contribution concerning evictions.

Evictions are still a big problem in France. Each year, 140 000 tenants are concerned by eviction judgement. Even if the executions were suspended during winter, they resumed after the 15th of march, more hardly than before because our minister for home affairs asked the local state representatives to allow use of public forces for executing the court decisions.

It was the reason why our organisation decided, with thirty others, to sign a call for a demonstration in Paris. Considering that eviction  poses more problems than it solves, and accelerates the misery infernal cycle, CNL claims for prohibition of evictions without rehousing.  
In any case, here are some informations concerning French evictions practise or practises. 
The process counts 8 stages :

1) The main starting point of evictions is an unpaid rent. A rent can be considered as unpaid after one month in the private sector and after three months in the public sector. 

2) In these cases, the landlord through a bailiff send an order to pay to the tenant. If the renting contract contains a determination clause, the tenant has 2 months for paying or to go to a court for contesting the order.  
3) f the tenant doesn’t contest the order to pay and if the landlord decides to go to a court, the tenant receives a convocation delivered by a bailiff. A copy must be sent to the local state representative who is obliged to order a social inquiry and to look for help opportunities. 
4) On the trial day, the judge hears the landlord and the tenant. He may decide either to evict the tenant or suspend the effect of the determination clause and give the tenant délays for paying.

5) The judgement is always writen. It must be executed as soon as the tenant receives it. A bailiff delivers it to the tenant who has one month to introduce an appeal towards another court. Normally the appeal suspends execution of the judgement . 
6) When the judgement decides eviction, a bailiff delivers a notice to quit. The tenant has 2 months to move or to ask an execution judge new delays (between 3 months and 3 years). After 2 months, the bailiff comes and ask the tenant to leave the flat. If the tenant refuses, the bailiff writes minutes. He may ask to the local state representative police help for executing the judgement. Execution is forbidden from the 1rst of november to the 15th of march (except if a new flat is given, if the flat is dangerous or if the occupiers are squatters).
7) The local state representative has 2 months to answer a request of police help for eviction. During this time he is obliged to order a social inquiry  (as above). If the local state representative refuses the police collaboration, the landlord can ask compensations. 

8) If the eviction is executed, the tenant has one month to get his furniture back or to ask it to be moved. If the tenant doesn’t say anything, furniture can be sold and the money given to the landlord for covering the unpaid amounts.
Concerning evictions prevention:

· there are several possibilities for a tenant unable to pay, to get financial supports
· the process plans several calls towards the local state representative who is obliged to order social inquiries and social funds mobilisation. He may also propose a rehousing to the tenant 

· several judges may give delays to pay

· when tenants under eviction threat come to us, we also help them to get financial allowances, we always encourage them to go to the court when they receive convocations or for contesting the landlord’s demand
When all this is not enough or when it is too late to do anything, sometimes we help tenants to refuse eviction execution by preventing the bailiff to open the door. In this case, we try to get a press coverage. 
In a parallel direction, we encourage municpalities to adopt ordonnances forbidding evictions. Although these decisions are illegal and always contested in justice by the local state representative, they are generally efficient, especially when the landlord is a public housing company. Municipalities adopting such ordonnaces are more and more numerous.
Although it is rather difficult, to execute eviction judgements and although their human consequences are less serious than formerly, we are going on asking for a new rule forbidding evictions without rehousing. 

As long as families may be deprived of a home, their furniture taken to be sold, their children taken to orphenage, there will have no right to housing. 
