Forced eviction

Security against eviction is embodied in the Land Code, which provides that tenants may not be evicted if they are prevented from paying the rent on time on account of illness or similar circumstances. According to the report, landlords can evict tenants who have not paid the rent or have been unacceptably disruptive. Tenants have three weeks in which to pay their rent. Their debts may be met by the local social welfare committee, which plays a very active role in this process, as in certain cases it must be informed of proposed evictions before they are carried out. The report states that a proposal is currently being drafted to increase the number of instances in which these committees must be informed of eviction notices so that they can intervene and thus prevent homelessness.

If a tenant fails to respect the termination of the tenancy contract the landlord can apply to the courts for its enforcement. Tenants have a right of appeal. In certain circumstances tenants may be entitled to legal aid. 
Eviction orders are implemented by the enforcement service, prior to which tenants must be given the opportunity of making a statement. Evictions must not be carried out less than a week after such statements, and if necessary a stay of execution may be granted for eight weeks. Under the social welfare legislation, local authorities are responsible for re-housing citizens residing within their boundaries. According to the report, there were some 5000 evictions in 2000.
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