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The French governmental policy looks further into the housing crisis and encourages speculation. Even if they are still limited to some large cities, the selling and cuting transactions are more and more numerous. Financial institutions such as banks, insurance companies renting flats are now selling their most interesting buildings all the flats together. They find similar companies to buy them and the new landlords, immediately propose the tenants either to buy their flats or ... to move. Even if they are not poor, tenants are rarely able to buy and are under an eviction threat. Of course, this speculative transaction encourages important rents increases. Because of our campaign, the housing minister proposed a kind of protection for the oldest tenants only. Once more, we can notice that housing free market means insecurity even for non specially poor tenants. To live down town in the biggest cities is now quite impossible for a great majority of the people. 

Everywhere rents increases are twice higher than inflation. The households’ rate of effort is more and more important. The government claims its intention for facing the problems but, in fact, it does very few to regulate them. 

Just before the referendum, for increasing the number of flats for students, the minister announced the coming possibility to rent rooms of 7 square meters only, without equipments, instead of 9 previously. Today, this kind of “student sleeping room” as, is often rented more than 300 € a month!

Our activity in the former period; We organized demonstrations all over France against evictions which are again authorized since March 15 after the winter period. The causes are mostly financial difficulties of the households due to over-indebtedness, job loss, disease etc. We require no eviction without rehousing. 

With other associations we have just being involved into the “neighbour’s feast”. In the foot yards of the buildings, around a drink and some sweets, sometimes during a diner prepared in common, the inhabitants have a good occasion to meet and to know each other.

We just launched a national survey on the tenants difficulties and needs. Our activists going from flat to flat discuss with the tenants and introduce our union. After the holidays we are planning some seminaries in several regions and a national meeting in the early 2006. 

Even if we don’t yet know if we’ll get a new housing minister, we don’t expect a lot of good things for the tenants. We remain mobilized against the very dangerous projects concerning the extra rent costs, the building cost index, the removal of the ceiling rent in the social sector and some others. Electoral defeat after electoral defeat, our government seems more and more deaf for the tenants.

