100 % rent increases in Poland
Polish Association of Tenants has many times informed about the growing threats for the Polish tenants. Now the threats have turned into reality. Urged by the landlord´s lobby and the Polish Ombudsman, on October the 2nd 2002, Poland’s Constitutional Tribunal issued a verdict that tells the 2001 Housing Act’s Restriction on possible Rent Increase is against the Constitution of Poland and thus cancelled it.

In private stock this means immediate rent increase by 100-120%, which in a lot of cases exceeds the total tenant’s income!

History is present
This is a dirty issue. The verdict addresses mainly those who inhabit private resources, the so-called Allocation Tenants and the residents of the formerly state-run company-owned flats. 
The former had been allocated to their flats within the period of 1945-1994 by the state authorities’ administrative decisions. 
The latter dwelled the flats they had got through their former employees, the state-run companies, also during the communist regime. Nowadays such companies, in a crazy drive to restructurize and privatise everything, collapse one after another and the inhabited houses are sold to private investors.

Elderly are hardest hit
Obviously both groups of the tenants are nowadays rather elderly people, retired or to be retired, of small or none (official unemployment rate of 18%) incomes, who have no chances to resolve their housing problems otherwise.
It should be noted that the Allocation Tenants had been dwelling for decades, sometimes even for sixty years in the same flat! Therefore, willing or not, they had to maintain, refurbish and modernise their flats at their cost. The company tenants too, had had to contribute the construction of their dwellings considerably by labour and money.

The government apparently feels no responsibility for its former decisions and left the tenants alone. The landlords, who after having either reclaimed or bought their houses recently, relentlessly demand as high rents as possible.

What can be expected now are sooner or later evictions to nowhere, since there is neither any affordable substitute housing available nor prospects to the tenants to get enough money to buy a flat.

Estimations are (no precise official data available) that affected may be several million people in Poland.

(Information sent by the Polish Association of Tenants, Kraków; http://3w3.net/pzl)

