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On International Tenants Day -

Renters stay long term - Call for greater protections
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As tenants around the world celebrate International tenants’ day, the National Association of Tenant Organisations (NATO) calls for greater protections for all Australian tenants.  

With the launch today of Leaking Roofs, NATO calls for National best practice standards in tenancy legislation.  Leaking Roofs sets out a national comparison of state and territory tenancy legislation and highlights some of the major issues for tenants.  These include the lack of affordability, the lack of security of tenure (which undermines tenants’ ability to enforce other rights), habitability standards and denial of access to the market for some groups.

NATO spokesperson, Ms Penny Carr, said, ‘governments are increasingly relying on the private rental market to permanently house certain households.  Some people will stay housed in this tenure for their whole adult life. In this context, the rights afforded to tenants must reflect the private rental market’s changing role’.

As at the 2001 Census 26.3% or all occupied dwellings were rented.  This equates to 1 858 324 Australian households.  About 40% of renters have rented for more than ten years.  Whilst renters come from all walks of life and socio-economic circumstances, there is a growing number of people struggling with affordability problems, as stock is lost nationwide at the lower cost end of the market.  Competition for low cost stock is intensifying as social housing is increasingly targeted, not merely to those on low incomes, but who also have multiple and complex needs.  Further, first time entries into home ownership are in decline. 

NATO is awaiting responses from the five major political parties to the positions put forward in Leaking Roofs and will issue further information on this later in the week.

‘NATO believes that when casting their vote, the almost 30% of households who rent, should have information about the political parties policies on tenants’ rights’ added Ms Carr.
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