Motions to the Congress:, as of June 11
(Deadline June 18)
A. Motions from the Secretariat:

1. Subject: Revised IUT Statutes, applicable from Jan 1st, 2005. 
Background: The IUT Board has for some years been actively working with the  

revising the IUT Statutes. 
The most important changes deal with new categories for membership. 
Proposed Action: That the congress approves and gives its consent to the revised IUT Statutes.
2. Subject: Approval of membership applications since Jan 2001 as “Participating members”, if no other category is referred to: 

a. Australia: Tenants Advice Service, Perth. Internet: www.tas@taswa.org 
b. Australia: Tenant’s Union ACT, Canberra.

c. Canada: Provincial Tenants´ Rights Action, Vancouver. Internet. www.tenants.bc.ca
d. Republique Démocratique du Congo, RDC. Association Congolaise d´Assistance aux Locataires, ACALOC (Observing Member)
e. Ecuador: Asociacion de Inquilinos del Ecuador, Quito.

f. Iceland : Leigjendasamtökin á Íslandi, Tenants Organisation of Iceland

g. Japan : Japanese Tenants Association.  http://www2.ttcn.ne.jp/~jptaa/
h. Latvia: Latvia Tenants Society of Liepaja

i. Nigeria, Socio-Economic Rights Initiative ( Observing member)
j. Nigeria: National Union of Tenants of Nigeria (application May 2004)
k. Macedonia: Union of Tenants of Macedonia (application May 2004)
l. Romania: League of Homeowners´ Associations – Habitat. Liga Asociatiilor de    

Proprietari – Habitat. (Observing member)
m. Serbia-Montenegro: Association of Tenants from Serbia and Montenegro “Habitat”
(May 2004)
n. Spain, FAVIBC (application May 2004)   www.favibc.org 
o. Slovenia: The Association of Tenants of the Republic of Slovenia. Združenje Najemnikov Slovenije, ZNS. www.zdruzenje-najemnikov.si.   
p. Slovakia: Association of Tenants of the Slovak Republic. Združenie Užívatelov Bytov 

Slovenskej Republiky, ZUB. (Observing Member)
q. Togo, National Consumers and Environment Assoc. of Togo (Observing Member) 
r. USA: The National Alliance of HUD Tenants, NAHT. www.saveourhomes.org.
(Board member)
Proposed Action: Approval by the congress to admit the above mentioned organisations to become members of the IUT. 
(in consequence of the revised IUT Statutes, as to the new categories of membership, the IUT Secretariat will send out invoices to Board Members and Non-Board Members in January 2005.)  
3. Subject: Suspension of membership

3a. UNTOK, Kenya
Background: Since 1999, the United National Tenants Organisation of Kenya    (UNTOK) has been accountable, to the IUT Secretariat, of some US$ 800. Despite permanent promises to reimburse the IUT, no money has yet been transferred to the Secretariats´ account. 
The IUT Board decided in November 2001 that if UNTOK had failed to reimburse the 

US$ 800 by the time of the congress, UNTOK would risk suspension of membership. 
Action: The Secretariat proposes to suspend the membership of UNTOK.  
3b. National Union of Privatized Homeowner’s Association of Moldova, 
Background: The organisation has ceased to exist. 
Proposed Action: The Secretariat proposes to suspend the membership of National Union of Privatized Homeowner’s Association of Moldova,

4. Subject: The IUT Regional Office for Central and East Europe (CEE) countries 
2004-2007. 
Background: Since 2001, the IUT Regional Office for CEE countries has been hosted by 
the Czech Union of Tenants, SON, in Prague, Czech Republic. 
The Czech Union of Tenants, SON, has carried out a great number of activities during 

2001-2003 such as regional seminars and conferences. 
The establishment of this office has been of a win-win character. The IUT Secretariat´s 

work has been relieved of some of its duties by the expertise and work from the 
holding organisation, and this in its turn means that the hosting organisation has been able 
to gain increased respect and increased possibility to have influence on the development 
of the national housing policies. 
Proposed Action: From September 2004 to 2007, to transfer the IUT Regional office for CEE countries to the Association of Tenants of the Rep. of Slovenia, ZNS, to act as host. 
The seat is proposed to be in Ljubljana, Rep. of Slovenia, 

B. Other motions, from members:
5. Subject: Problem of the privatisation of flats and the return of refugees and displaced 
persons. 

Submitter: Association of Tenants BIHUSS, Sarajevo. 

Proposed Action: BIHUSS wants, through the IUT, to initiate an analysis of different approaches to    the problem of the way of the privatisation of flats and the returns of refugees and displaced persons, and the restitution of flats and buildings which were nationalized or confiscated in the socialist system. 
The Secretariat recommends: To approve of the motion.

The motion and its contents is forwarded to be discussed between the IUT Secretariat and the IUT Regional Office for ECC countries in Ljubljana. As the IUT can not conduct such research itself, the task must be forwarded to institutions like the UN / ECE Committee on Human Settlements or to send a request/proposal to university institutions that have departments on housing/human settlements. This analysis could be of interest to graduate students. 

6. Subject: Revamping (revitalise) IUT Focal Points, in Africa and elsewhere. 

Submitter: Tanzania Tenants Association, TTA

Background: IUT is expanding considerable, whereby the secretariat of 3 persons can not 

cope with the workload.

Proposed Action:  TTA proposes that the IUT Focal point constituently be recognized Branches of IUT and accorded more responsibilities in the model of UNCHS (Habitat) in order to effectively assist the IUT Secretariat in respective regions and be financed by the respective member tenants organisations. 

The Secretariat recommends: To reject motion 6. 
The IUT do not have the financial resources to revitalize the IUT Focal Point in Africa. Each Focal point must in principle, bear the costs and have the necessary staff for the functioning as a Focal Point.  
7. Subject: The Impact of HIV / Aids

Submitter: Tanzania Tenants Association, TTA

Background: The entire world is suffering from the spread and effects of HIV / Aids. The most sufferers are the tenants, being the majority and economically weakest worldwide. With respect to United Nations´ appeal to governments, NGO´s, and others, to be vigilance and offer assistance to HIV/Aids victims.  
Proposed Action: TTA proposes to put this episode in the “Agenda” for the Congress to discuss with the view of being embodied in the Objectives and Aims of the IUT and its Member organisations. Donors and the USA will provide funds to IUT for this purpose. 
The Secretariat recommends: To reject the first part of motion 7 (as to put Aids/HIV on the IUT Agenda).
The Secretariat is of the opinion, according to the IUT Statutes, that HIV/Aids is not directly a matter for IUT, even though HIV/Aids indirectly have serious affects on the family situation and have economic impacts, and as such have effects on the housing situation. 
The Secretariat however proposes the Congress to sign and approve of the Congress statement which bears the heading: “HIV/Aids and effects on housing and family”.  This statement will be delivered in Birmingham. 
 
8. Subject: 3 Focal points to be Board members

Submitter: Tanzania Tenants Association, TTA

Background: The IUT is a very important forum responsible for policy making and guidance to its members.

Proposed Action : TTA proposes that the IUT Focal Points, with the view of world wide representation, must automatically become Board members without recourse of membership fees. 

The Secretariat recommends: To reject motion 8. 
Before becoming a board member the Focal Point must 1. prove itself to be able to set up and effectively run a secretariat for the Focal Point, 2. be able to bear the running costs for such a Focal Point, and 3. Pay the minimum fee stipulated for Board members.  
9. Subject: Global harmonization of Land Laws
Submitter: Uganda National Tenants Union, UNTU

Background: 

Proposed Action: UNTU proposes that land laws, globally, be harmonised to entitle all citizens to land ownership.
The Secretariat recommends: To reject motion 9. 
There is no direct wording in the IUT Statutes about IUT and its involvement in land laws. However, the Secretariat is aware of the situation in developing countries where the right to land often is closely connected to housing and tenant rights.
So the Secretariat proposes that the IUT should, according to its resources, address this issue to the rightful bodies, agencies, such as the UN-Habitat. 
10. Subject: African representation on the UN ECOSOC
Submitter: Uganda National Tenants Union, UNTU

Background: Today only IUT alone represents African interests – so with the EU. 

Proposed Action: UNTU proposes that IUT representation in the ECOSOC will include African 

representation. 

The Secretariat recommends: To adopt motion 10.
Any African IUT member organisation, under the accreditation of the IUT, may be present at any UN ECOSOC meeting, open to NGO:s. 
Costs involved in participation is paid by the respective participating organisation. 
11. Subject: IUT office in Africa, particularly in Uganda. 

Submitter: Uganda National Tenants Union, UNTU

Background: 
Proposed Action: IUT should open an IUT office in Uganda, Africa. 
The Secretariat recommends: To reject motion 11.

IUT do not have the financial resources to open, staff and run am IUT office in Africa. 


12. Subject: Harmonization of Housing Rights
Submitter: Uganda National Tenants Union, UNTU

Background: Today, housing rights differ from nation to nation, particularly in the least developed countries. 
Proposed Action: UNTU proposes that the IUT recommends the UN ECOSOC to initiate a process  which leads to the harmonization of housing rights, in particular the least developed countries. 
The Secretariat recommends: To adopt motion 12.
The IUT is already involved in the process, through its engagement and NGO status in the UN ECOSOC and UN Habitat. The UN is the proper agency for this action.
Even though total harmonisation is not possible, due to the principle of subsidiarity (housing is a competence of each individual state), the process towards legal rights in the field of housing ,in particularly developing countries, is a process which already takes place. 
The IUT will follow the process and, where appropriate, deliver recommendations to actions. 
13. Subject: Areas including Tenants and Private Residents
Submitter: TPAS, Cymry (Wales, England)

Background: As people take the advantage to the right to buy, we increasingly see tensions arising on estates between tenants and private owners, especially in relation to parking, untidiness, etc. The motion seeks to empower all residents to work together in their own interests before conflicts appear. 
Proposed action: That the Local Authority or Housing Association responsible for its properties in all defined areas,  to be proactive in developing tenant and resident activities for the benefit of the particular area and that the L.A. / H.A. identify a specified program for this work funded via Central government resources. 
The Secretariat recommends: To reject motion 13. 
Even though this problem 7 situation can be observed in many countries , this particular  motion is of such a national character (The Right to Buy process) and needs to be addressed to, and by, national representatives and expertise. 
  
