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“Every three years, the European Commission publishes its report on economic,
social and territorial cohesion, detailing progress in these areas and how the EU, na-
tional and regional governments have contributed.

On 9 November 2010, the 5" Cohesion Report has been published. Its conclusions
draw the picture of a post-2013 cohesion policy which allows all European cities and
regions to actively pursue smart, sustainable and inclusive growth.

Most importantly, it calls for an ambitious urban agenda of cohesion policy. This
not only implies clearly identifying urban actions and related financial resources in
regional programmes, but also giving a stronger role to cities.

The coming months will be crucial for translating this call for reinforced urban dimen-
sion into (regulatory) practice for post-2013 cohesion policy.

We therefore invite you to give us your ideas and to contribute to the public con-
sultation of the conclusions of the 5" Cohesion Report which is open until 31 January
2011: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/consultation/5cr/index_en.cfm.”

Witadystaw Piskorz
Head of Unit Urban development,
territorial cohesion (DG REGIO)

“Peri-urban regions contribute
to the sustainable growth of Europe’s cities”

\\"T"he sustainable growth of Europe’s and at the eve of the presentation by the

cities cannot be realised fully with- European Commission of the 5" Cohesion
out the contribution of their neighbour- Report launching the debate on the EU re-
ing peri-urban areas,” said MEP Lambert gional policy after 2013, Asje Van Dijk
van Nistelrooij (the Netherlands, EPP), (Randstad region, Member of the Execu-
Vice-President of the URBAN Intergroup, tive Board, Province of Zuid-Holland) and
opening a hearing, organised on 9 Novem-
ber 2010, as part of the Randstad Region
Week in Brussels.
“Long term sustainability in all its aspects
- economic, social and environmental - is
a shared challenge for Europe’s cities to-
gether with their peri-urban neighbouring
areas,” insisted Michel Grégoire, new
President of PURPLE, the voice of the Peri-
Urban Regions in Europe, opening the de-
bate . Asje van Dijk (on the left) and MEP Lambert van Nistelrooij (the Netherlands, EPP)
A few weeks after the EU “Budget REVIEW”  Suainabie orouth ot boropes citigar |- o Periurban contribution to the
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Philip Atkins (West Midlands, Leader of
Staffordshire County Council) presented
several convincing case studies on behalf
of the PURPLE regions.

Both of them clearly showed that Peri-
urban regions do provide vital resources
which support Europe’s urban populations
and enhance the quality of life of city dwell-
ers.

“Policy makers need to avoid sectorisation
and find ways to create links and relations

between cities and their surrounding areas
- whatever we call them,” reacted MEP Jan
Olbrycht (Poland, EPP), President of the
URBAN Intergroup.

MEP Lambert Van Nistelrooij (the Neth-
erlands, EPP) advised the PURPLE network
“to come up with ideas for new solutions
for a framework of funding and support
better capacities to respond to complex
regional situations such as those outlined”
during the debate.

"Cities of the Future need European funds”

n the beautiful premises of the Senate

Chamber of the Czech Parliament in
Prague, a conference labelled “Cities of the
Future” was held on 26 November 2010.
This conference was organized on MEP
Oldrich Vlasak initiative (Czech Repulic,
ECR), President of the Union of Towns and
Municipalitiesin Czech Republic, and Ludék
Sefzig, Chairman of the Senate Commit-
tee for European Union Affairs, under the
patronage of the URBAN Intergroup which
was represented by its President MEP Jan
Olbrycht (Poland, EPP).
This high-level conference was attended
by representatives of the European Parlia-
ment, European Commission, Czech gov-
ernment, regional and local authorities as
well as academia and professionals from
the urban field.
The conference highlighted some major
obstacles that cities face, but also chal-
lenges for the successful development of

right) in the Senate Chamber of the Czech Parliament in Prague.

The conference “Cities of the Future” was organised by MEP Oldfich Vlasak (Czech Republic, ECR) (picture on the

larger urban areas. These needs include
new solutions to urban unemployment,
construction of basic infrastructure with
connections to surrounding communities
and transnational networks, application
of strategic approach to problems beyond
administrative city limits and adaptation to
new impulses, including the use of infor-
mation and communication technologies.
The aim was not only to identify which
needs and problems cities face today, but
also to see how these problems can be bet-
ter adressed with European and national
financial instruments.

The debate also concerned the European
funds and their setting, because they are
one of the major sources of stimulating ur-
ban development.

(More information on the conference:
www.smocr.cz/cz/obce-a-evropa/prilis-se-
soustredime-na-minulost-
dulezitejsi-je-ale-budoucnost.aspx)




"Sustainable planning can reduce
social and territorial inequalities”

On 15t December 2010, the Ile-de-France
region and the URBAN intergroup, or-
ganised a conference on “Sustainable mo-
bility and planning: the European Metrop-
olis challenges” in the Committee of the
Regions in Brussels.

For Anne Hidalgo, President of Ile-de-
France-Europe office, this conference,
based on the case of the Ile-de-France re-
gion and the experiences of other metro-
politan areas, “[gave] the opportunity to
share knowledge and good practices on
sustainable planning which can reduce so-
cial and territorial inequalities in order to
ensure a better qualify of life.”
Vice-presidents of the region Jean-Vin-
cent Placé (in charge of transport and
mobility) and Alain Amédro (in charge of
spatial planning), and MEP Karima Del-
li (France, Greens/EFA) who took part in
the debate, discussed also how European

metropolitan areas could better anticipate
the reform of cohesion policies as urban
agenda is becoming one of its main priori-
ties (as it was highlighted in the 5% Report
on economic, social and terrotorial cohe-
sion, recently published by the European
Commission). “It is essential that the post-
2013 financial perspectives - expected to
be drafted during the first semester of
2011 - take into account these proposals,”
speakers insisted.

MEP Karima Delli (France, Greens/EFA) (in the middle) took part in the debate on
“Metropolis challenges” in the Committee of the Regions.

"ERDF can significantly contribute to improve
energy efficiency in housing”

he URBAN Intergroup, at the initiative

of MEP Karima Delli (France, Greens/
EFA), organized on 9 December 2010 a
conference entitled “Mid term review of
the use of European Development Fund
(ERDF) to support energy efficiency in ex-
isting housing.” This conference showed
that social housing actors are mobilized
to present good and sustainable projects
supported by ERDF and to use available
funds.
The ERDF measure to improve energy ef-
ficiency was adopted in May 2009, as part
of a revision procedure of the Article 7 of
the ERDF Regulation, and supported by the
Intergroup. As said during the conference,
it is already used in several Member States,
including the United Kingdom (over 70%
of the envelope has already been commit-
ted), Estonia, Belgium, Poland or France
where 70% of the amounts available have
already been programmed.
Thierry Repentin, Chairman of the "Union
sociale pour I’'habitat” and French Senator,
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underlined that ERDF support is essential
for social housing. He called for the end of
the 4% limitation.

On this point, MEP Karima Delli proposed
to better evaluate regional and local needs
in terms of energy performances of hous-
ing in each Member State.

She also proposed the REGI committee
to organise in 2011 a hearing with all ac-
tors involved in the implementation of the
European tools for energy performance of
hounsing (ERDF, JESSICA, ELENA, etc.)
Christos Doulkeridis, Housing Secretary
of State of Brussels Capital Region, on be-
half of the Belgian Presidency of the EU,
concluded the conference by recalling that
European Housing Ministers must continue
to advocate for ERDF support to sustain-
able urban development, in which housing
would be fully taken into account, as they
did in the Toledo Meeting in June.

(More information on the conference:
www.housingeurope.eu/event/1648)



Annual activity report

RBAN Intergroup was actively involved,

during the whole 2010, in putting ur-
ban needs on the agenda of EU policies.
We sent a letter to Commissioner Oettinger
concerning the use of unspent funds from
the Recovery Plan for energy efficiency in-
vestments in cities.
Moreover, our Intergroup presented its po-
sition about the role of cities in the imple-
mentation of the EU 2020 Strategy refer-
ring to the Toledo Declaration in the letter
sent to responsible Ministers for Housing
in Member States.
Finally, we successfully proposed a prepar-
atory action RURBAN-Partnership for sus-
tainable urban-rural development which

17.09.2009:

URBAN Intergroup), Strasbourg
22.10.2009:
17.12.2009:
21.01.2010:
27.01.2010:
11.02.2010:

First formal meeting, Strasbourg

Strasbourg
24.02.2010: Meeting with partners, Brussels
11.03.2010:
14.04.2010:

Cities”, Brussels

20.05.2010:

will be implemented by DG REGIO in the
years 2011-2012.

We are very pleased to inform you that
150 partners from local, regional, national
and European level that represent the in-
terests of Europe’s towns and cities follow
our daily work and 61 of them decided to
become our official partners.

To stay in contact with them and to keep
them informed about urban issues, URBAN
Intergoup as well as its members organ-
ized several conferences in 2010.
Moreover, the Intergroup was invited to
participated in several events and confer-
ences to exchanges views on urban related
issues.

Informal meeting with Jean-Marie Beaupuy (former MEP and President of the
Informal meeting with ADEUS, Strasbourg
Meeting - presentation of organisational matters, Strasbourg

Reception Cities4Europe, Brussels, with EUROCITIES
Meeting - presentation of the conference on 20 years of EU urban policy,

Meeting with Cecodhas, Strasbourg
Press Conference - presentation of the UN-HABITAT report “State of the World'’s

Meeting with German-Austrian URBAN Network, Strasbourg

17.06.2010:
08.07.2010:
14.09.2010:
15.09.2010:
21.10.2010:

11.11.2010:
25.11.2010:

16.12.2010:

Meeting - presentation of Convenant of Mayors, Strasbourg

Meeting - presentation of Betahaus project, Strasbourg

Conference “More urban, More cohesion. The added value of the urban
dimension of cohesion policy”, Brussels, with EUROCITIES, Brussels Capital
Region and EU Belgian Presidency

Conference “Supporting cities for sustainable solutions”, Brussels, with the
Climate change, biodiversity and sustainable development Intergroup
Meeting with MEP Rui Tavares (Portugal, GUE/NGL) - preparation of cities for
natural catastrophes, Strasbourg

Meeting with Edge Cities Network, Brussels

Meeting - presentation of URBAN II and 5th Cohesion Report (DG REGIO),
Strasbourg

Meeting - presentation of JESSICA (EIB), Strasbourg
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Date Conference Location | Organized by
22-23.03.2010 | IV International Conference “City 2010 - energy ef- Katowice [Jan Olbrycht
ficiency in cities”
04.05.2010 Conference “Financing energy efficiency in housing: Brussels Karima Delli
a European priority”
12.07.2010 Conference “ Smarter Cities as a European Agenda: Brussels Oldfich Vlasak and IBM
How could European Union contribute to Integrated
and Intelligent Growth of Urban Areas?”
09.11.2010 Conference “The peri-urban contribution to the sus- | Brussels Lambert van Nistelrooij,
tainable growth of Europe’s cities” PURPLE Network and Dutch
Randstad Provinces
26.11.2010 Conference “Cities of the Future” Prague Oldfich Vlasak
09.12.2010 Conference “Midterm review of the use of structural | Brussels Karima Delli
funds for energy efficiency in existing housing”

Date Event Location Organized by Participation
07.01.2010 Conference “Sustainably City Fi- New York Urban Age Institute Jan Olbrycht
nance” and New York Acad-

emy of Sciences
22-26.03.2010 |5 World Urban Forum Rio de Janeiro | UN-HABITAT Jan Olbrycht
10.05.2010 Preparatory meeting for the work- Brussels European New Towns |Jan Olbrycht
shop “Sustainable cities and com- Platform
munities” China - Europa Forum
04-06.06.2010 | Conference “Healthy Cities” Shanghai European Commission |Jan Olbrycht,
Piotr Borys,
Cristina Gutier-
rez-Cortines
21-22.06. 2010 | Informal Meeting of Urban Develop- | Toledo Spanish Ministry of Jan Olbrycht,
ment Ministers Housing Sophie Auconie,
Karima Delli
16.09.2010 Meeting of Urban Development Brussels EU Belgian Presidency |Jan Olbrycht
Group - Trio and Polish Presidencies
on urban development
04.10.2010 European Celebration of World Habi- | Brussels UN-HABITAT Isabelle Durant
tat Day
16.10.2010 EMI launching event Brussels EMI Jan Olbrycht
09.11.2010 Conference “The chatllenge of livea- | Brussels The Economist Jan Olbrycht
bles cities in the 21° century”
17.11.2010 Meeting on EU levers to accelerate Brussels Centre for European Jan Olbrycht
city actions on climate change Policy Studies
23-24.11.2010 | Conference “Sustainable housing: a | Brussels EU Belgian Presidency | Karima Delli
tool for social cohesion?”
01.12.2010 Conference “Sustainable mobility Brussels Ile-de-France Region Karima Delli
and planning: the European Metrop-
olis challenges”
02.12.2010 Mulitilevel Urban Governance Con- Liege EU Belgian Presidency, | Jan Olbrycht
ference URBACT
Jan Olbrycht - ASP 14E101 - jan.olbrycht@europarl.europa.eu - tel.: +32 (0)2 28 455 11
Arlene McCarthy - ASP 13G351 - arlene.mccarthy@europarl.europa.eu - tel.: +32 (0)2 28 455 01
; UrbOn Oldfich Vlasak - WIB 03M113 - oldrich.vlasak@europarl.europa.eu - tel.: +32 (0)2 28 453 57
2 Intergroup Sophie Auconie - ASP 14E154 - sophie.auconie@europarl.europa.eu - tel.: +32 (0)2 28 451 09

Karima Delli - ASP 08H342 - karima.delli@europarl.europa.eu - tel.: +32 (0)2 28 453 62
Ramona Manescu - ASP 08G254 - ramonanicole.manescu@europarl.europa.eu - tel.: +32 (0)2 28 458 65
Lambert van Nistelrooij - ASP 12E142 - lambert.vannistelrooij@europarl.europa.eu - tel.: +32 (0)2 28 454 34

Peter Simon - ASP 12G146 - peter.simon@europarl.europa.eu - tel.: +32 (0)2 28 455 58

Rui Tavares - ASP 07F265 - rui.tavares@europarl.europa.eu - tel.: +32 (0)2 28 456 52
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