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The political come back of the right wing forces was a surprise. The immediate and bad consequences and the dingy perspectives for the housing policy and the tenants were evident. 

What has happened since November 2002? 

· Little by little the main governmental projects to be examined by the Parliament, become more precise and each new detail we discover make us more and more anxious. The new urban and housing policies will really be liberal. 
The subsidies for the private housing sector will increase. Under the pretexts of urban renewal and of demolitions of bad buildings, social ghettos will be transfered farther from the city, etc.

· Some weeks ago, the housing minister took a very advantageous decree for the private landlords with retroactive effect of January 1st. Anyone buying a new flat, for the purpose of letting it, is allowed to withdraw up to 65% out of his fiscal declaration during the coming fifteen years with no real obligation concerning the tenant and the level of the rent. As you can imagine, the landlords’representatives said that it was good but ... not enough...

· The Prime minister began to give instructions for the 2004 national budget. As the economic situation is not very good and according to the electoral engagement of candidat Chirac, the expenses are to be reduced, we are, of course, worried about the next housing budget

· During the same time, the only good news for us was our results at the tenant’s representative’s elections. Despite a more active competition with the four other national tenant unions, we kept our leadership. With 41% of votes, we got just a little less than the other four unions together.

In this situation, what are we doing?

· CNL has promptly decided to have a national petition campaign. It was before the tenants elections.

· Because of our results, we proposed the other national tenant unions to take a common initiative during the next national congress of public landlords in June. Until today, two unions have accepted and signed the call for a regional demonstration during the congress where the housing minister and the so called social landlords will demonstrate how limited are their divergences on housing policy. With them, two, maybe three, we want to claim that priority is to be given to the public sector of housing.

· We hope that this demonstration may be a first step towards a national demonstration to be organised after the holidays when the governmental projects will come to discussion.

· At the end of the current month, we shall consecrate a large part of our national congress to mobilize our activists on this project.

