MEMORANDUM

To: 

IUT board

From: 
Mária van Veen

Subject: 
latest developments in the Netherlands

Date: 
12 May 2003

Last year I could inform you that the rent raises in 2002 would be moderate. This year I have the same good news. The rent raises will be moderate again. Unfortunately I am far from sure what will happen in the years to come. 

Yes: we had an agreement with the government and the national organisations of landlords. The increases of rent would be related to the average percentage of inflation during the last five years. This policy would be continued until 2005. In the period from 2001 to 2004 we –Woonbond and the organisations of landlords– would work out a new system for a national rent policy. That new rent policy would be based on the basic assumption that individual tenants would not be confronted with sudden substantial raises and that rent raises in general would continue to be related to inflation figures. 

And then there were elections for the Dutch parliament. That was in may 2002. The social democrats suffered a terrible loss. They fell from 45 to 23 seats in the parliament in which the total number of seats is 150. They did not participate in the new government, which consisted of christen democrats, conservatives and the protest party List PIM Fourtuyn (LPF). This government seemed to have an open eye for the interest of the landlords. The future became very uncertain when the landlords started to realise that this offered new possibilities and started a campaign to convince policy makers that the general level of rents was to low.

This right-wing government did not last long. It fell because of the political inexperience of the LPF politicians. Again there were elections for the Dutch parliament. Our hope as Woonbond was that the social democrats would regain their position. This happened indeed. The elections took place on January the 22the. The social democrats increased their number of seats significantly (from 23 to 42), but the christen democrats still had the largest number op MP’s (44). So the CDA, was in charge of the negotiations for a new government and although christen democrats and social democrats negotiated for a long time, they did not come to an agreement. 

I presume that within a few weeks we will probably have a new government of CDA and conservatives 

And all the time that we in Holland did not have an official government, the landlords campaigned for what they call fair market prices for rental houses. They regret to have a contract which put restrictions on the possibility to raise rents. They want an upheaval of the rents with 25 to 50 percent. The Woonbond did whatever we could to influence the formulation of the negotiations about the policy of the new government.

What did the Woonbond do?

· We talked with the politicians.

· We informed them about the impact of rent raises for tenants and the Dutch economy.

· We produced figures about the income position of tenants which proved that tenants do not have the high incomes the landlords claim tenants have.

· We formulates an alternative policy for the new government, the Woonbond manifest.

· The 15the of April we organised a ‘National day of the tenant’. On this day tenant organisations in more than 140 places presented the Woonbond manifest to their local landlords and city counsellors for housing and asked them to sign this manifest and to communicate their position to the negotiators of the political parties.

· We organised a mail campaign. Hundreds of individual tenants and tenant organisations sent letters to the negotiators of the political parties.

· We sought and found support by social parties as the trade unions, the social advocacy, political organisations of woman, of homeless and organisation who fight for a good/better position of lower income groups.

· We sought new alliances with local landlords who did not back up the strategy of the national organisations of landlords.

All this we did and –I am proud to say– we proved that we are able to organise a lot of social upheaval. Our members have proven to be very alert and assertive. 

Still: I do not know what will come forward with the new government of christen democrats and right wing political parties. 

