RENT HIKES

From San Diego Tenant Update
http://www.tenantslegalcenter.com/html/Tenant_update.html 
WHAT CAN TENANTS DO ? 

In San Diego, unless you are in Govt. subsidized housing or in certain mobile home parks, there is no rent control on your rental.  Without rent control (or rent stabilization), Landlords are free to charge what they wish.  Some Landlords are trying to catch their rents up to where they should be after several years of depressed rents.  Others are simply taking advantage of the turn in the market to charge what they can get away with.

Now with the increases in water, gas and electric bills, monthly budgets are really being strained.  

If your landlord seeks to raise the rent too much for your budget, you have some options. 

--Be aware of the following 60 day notice law:  

California landlords must give an additional 30 days notice for large rent increases (more than 10% or rent raises adding up to be more than 10% within the 12 months preceding that raise)   Therefore, in a month to month tenancy, 60 days will be needed for a qualifying rent hike.  The notice must be served as always but now it can also be served by simple mail (adding 5 days to the notice period).  This law is set to expire on January 1, 2006.

--You can try and convince the Landlord you are a really good (i.e.  valuable) tenant and deserve a lower rent to keep you there.
--You can show the Landlord copies of ads for similar units in the area renting for less showing that he/she may have overestimated the rental value.
--You can offer to do some simple type of maintenance/landscaping in return for a lower rent.
--You can threaten to move.  

What other things can you do?

GET A LEASE rather than be on a month to month tenancy.

TENANT ASSOCIATIONS are like unions and have a certain power to them.   Form one and maintain it with meetings.

REQUEST REPAIRS AND UPGRADES COMMENSURATE WITH HIGHER RENTS

GET A ROOMMATE to share the expenses. Ask permission from the Landlord first.

IF THE RENT IS TOO HIGH, FIND A BETTER DEAL  There are more and more of them out there and getting easier to find.   Do not give up

