France, and housing, March 2007
Will the French presidential elections solve the housing crisis?
By M. Jacquy Tiset board member of CNL 

At the end of 2006, because of a spectacular anti-homeless media campaign and the death of a well known homeless activist, the housing issue made a spectacular irruption in the current electoral campaign.  
During the following weeks, the major candidates didn’t forget to express their interest for the homeless. Some of them presented housing proposals or visited the occupied district. Urgently, the government began to rehouse the homeless and, just before the end of the parliament session, presented a law raising housing as an opposable right.
The CNL much appreciated the fact that homeless people found accomodations, that candidates spoke of housing and that housing will become an opposable right. But we invited all the activist tenants not to forget the other aspects of the housing issue and not stop their action.  
The housing crisis doesn’t concern the homeless only. For many people, it is difficult to find a sustainable home, to pay the rent and to get the needed repairs. The homeless, because they can’t get a home are obviously the first victims of the housing crisis. But they are not the only ones . There are other home applicants: students, young people beginning their active lifes, couples expecting children or divorcing, unemployed people and also people with higher  incomes, obliged to move because of rent inflation, the sale of their flats or speculation. This list is not exhaustive ...
Three months after the end of 2006, all the homeless haven’t been rehoused. Those who got accomodations got them in hotels or housing centers, not in independent homes, and always far from the occupied district. For the other Parisian homeless, nothing has been planned.  Introducing an appeal to a court to get a home will not be possible before December 2008 for prior applicants and before 2012 for the others. Nothing has been planned concerning tenants under the  threat of eviction which could increase the number of homeless.
The rehousing of these homeless and the housing opposable right law have been good decisions. But their effects will be limited if they are not followed by larger decisions. Particular measures are necessary but above all we need another housing policy: more homes, a rent control and more important allowances. Recent history has demonstrated that a free housing market instead of solving the housing crisis, made things worse. To solve the crisis, an important governmental action is necessary.
The major candidates for presidency know how important the housing crisis is. But their goals and their proposals concerning the financing are very modest. Some minor candidates’

proposals, such as the organisation of a public housing service, pluri-annual social building planification, empty public buildings requisition, prohibition of evictions without rehousing, etc, are interesting. Unfortunately, we feel that they have very few chances to be implemented. 
We are afraid that the next tenant of the Elysée Palace will not consider housing as an economical and social priority. The tenants’ struggle will still be necessary for a long time

before the right to housing becomes a reality in France. 
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