GERMANY: Shorter notice to quit in Germany
A three month notice to quite exists since June 1st 2005 in Germany, apart from individual agreements. The terms of notice for landlords are still staged up to nine month. The German Tenant’s Union, Deutscher Mieterbund, was able to enforce after a long fight an essential amendment to reform the rent law from 2001. The majority of the Social Democracy Party (SPD) and the Green Party enacted an accordant law in the lower house of German Parliament.
Short term of notice is important in order to support agility and enable a flexible reaction to new personal circumstances. If someone is offered a job in another city, an easy change of residence must be possible without being burdened with a second payment of rent. Flexibility is also very important if a sick person has to move to a nursing home. Long terms of notice are impossible in that case. Usually you can only receive a place at a nursing home short dated.
There will probably be a re-election in the middle of September 2005 in Germany. A change of government will entail new discussions about rent law and urban development. The Christian Democratic Union (CDU) – already government of the largest German provincial North Rhine-Westphalia – is thinking about the reduction of the law of tenants. A government programme gives details about reduction of blocking period for term of notice after compilation of rented flats into owner occupied flats, cancellation of prohibited misappropriation (for example compilation of living space into space for commercial purposes) and entire selling of asset management owned by the province.
Monopolization of German housing markets continues. 
The Lower Saxony State Development Corporation (Landesentwicklungsgesellschaft LEG) has been sold for 1.5 billions Euro to the US-investor Fortress. Further, the city council of Dresden is going to sell its entire municipal housing stock of 45 000 flats to the highest bidder. Other major sales of flats are also planned.

Dr Franz-Georg Rips, Director of German Tenant’s Union writes in his article Monoploly of German housing markets; 

“Asset management and housing stock have become an object of action to an extent that we have never experienced before since post-war Germany. The owner structures of rental flats have changed.considerably and an end of this process is not to be seen. The government has now to decide where its  responsibility lies for the future quantitative and qualitative supply of  dwellings in Germany. Market forces will not be able to solve social living questions, demographic changes and peaceful multicultural living environments. The direct municipal access to a certain part of the housing stock is necessary to control political configurations. Communities should keep this instrument and save it from the selling off policy.”
Bildtext: 
The German Tenants´ Union held its biennial Mietertag, Tenants´ Day, in May. ”Stop the selling of public housing in Germany” was the main theme. The German Federal Chancellor Gerhard Schröder said in his statement that “ Housing is an economic commodity but not an object open for speculation”. 
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