Report of the German tenant organization (DMB) 

for the IUT-congress in Amsterdam in February 2001

We have a new „red and green“ government in Germany for two years now. And we had the hope, that the new majority makes a new social policy for the tenants. But now we must say: The majority of Social Democratic Party and Green Party is not a guarantee for a good housing policy.

In some points we agree: We got a new housing-allowence, starting with the beginning of the year 2001. In the following households, which get housing allowences now, receive more money, on an avarage of 80 DM, and 400.000 new households will get housing allowences too. That is a success. But you must know: The last reform of housing allowence is already ten years old.

We got a new program, named „social town“. We believe it to be the right way for modern policy. With this program we try to bring together a lot of policy-actions. Policy for housing, social policy in general things, policy against enemployness, policy for young people etc.

At this time we are on the way to find best practices in the almost 200 towns, which participated in this new program.

In other things we are still discussing about necessary forms. 

The legal rights about social housing will be formulated newly. We need flexibel systems of state-supports. There is not one housing market, there are a lot of particel markets. And you must concentrate the support for those households which are very needy. And you need a mix of instruments for the special problems on the special markets. These are the issues of the reform.

We have got great problems about the new legal rights about housing. We had to fight very hardly with the Social Democratic Party and the Greens. Now we hope that we will find a good basis for this reform. The decisions will come in the next four to eight weeks.

We have problems with the prices for housing. For almost 30 per cent of all households the bardens are too high. That is not only a question of the rents. It also is the question of the other housing costs as water and clearing the water, as rubbish, as insurances etc. We are working in a special board, to find ways to decrease these costs.

In the passed time we had a significant reduction of building new rent-houses. Investors spend their money for shares and other investments.

Therefore we get new deficits in large towns and in the following of this process we get higher prices.

A special problem is the fact, that the state is going off the public assisted housing.

Money for supports is decreasing more and more.

At the same time a lot of flats were sold from public area to privat persons. Privatisation is one of our biggest problems.

In this context we do our work as the organization for German tenants. The German tenants organization has 1.300.000 member-households. These are almost 3.000.000 natural persons. In December 2000 we had a special meeting of our organization. And we decided, to bring our seat from Cologne to Berlin. We shall start our new office in Berlin on 1st November 2001.

Our organization consists of 350 local communities. In Germany more than 2.000 people are working for the tenant organisation, another 2.000 are working in honour.

Köln, den 22. Januar 2001
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