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Housing a Constitutional Right in Ecuador
On 28 September 2008, Ecuador ratified a new Constitution providing for the right to housing, the right to the city, and the right to water and sanitation. Civic organizations from Latin America have lobbied for the recognition of these rights and participated in the deliberations over the Constitution’s articles on housing, the city, water, public services, land use and participatory planning. 


Ecuador joins other countries with constitutions recognizing housing as a right in some form. However, Ecuador’s Constitution is the first to include specific components and constituent rights, including the right to a secure and healthy habitat and the rights to water and sanitation. It also recognizes a “right to the city,” giving the concept legal meaning as “the exercise…based in the democratic management of the city, in the social and environmental function of city property and the full exercise of citizenship (Article 31). 


By specifying these rights into its Constitution, Ecuador ensures that its national law harmonizes with the international human rights obligations it bears as a state party to the;
- International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which it ratified on 3 January 1976, 
- the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, ratified on 4 January 1969, 
and relevant other human rights norms. This constitutional development enhances the internal and external legitimacy and integrity of the state and, in tangible ways, promises to ensure that Ecuador’s policies and laws conform to with these constitutional provisions. 


Full text of Constitution of Ecuador, 2008 (in Spanish): http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/Constitucion_del_Ecuador_2008.pdf
