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‘Forcing councils to privatise and failing both to build : -
social housing on a big scale or regenerate the estates has been the worst failure of our Labour
government. Sarah Glynn and her contributors demonstrate the neoliberal legacy behind this
and show the damage it inflicted on society. | hope Labour can learn from this analysis.’

Austin Mitchell MR, Chair of the House of Commons Councit Housing Group

‘To feel secure people, particularly families, need good well maintained housing, where they
know they can live without fear of having to leave. Our society has consistently failed to
provide this... this book will explain why, and point the way to a socially responsible economy.’
Ken Loach

Housing has become a hot topic. The media is filled with stories of individual housing hardship and of major property-
refated financial crises: of crippling personal debts, rundown social housing, homelessness, mass demolitions, spiralling
prices, unaffordabilicy and the ‘credit crunch’. This book links all these together through a radical analysis that puts
housing at the heart of critical economic and political debate.

The authors show that these problems arise from the fact that houses are no longer seen primarily as homes for living in,
but rather as a source of profit. Case studies from the UK, the US and other western countries are set into a theoretical
and historical overview of how housing has changed over several decades.The book also examines campaigns for better
housing and explores possibilities for a different approach to this most fundamental of human needs.

Dr Sarah Glynn is a Public Interest Research Fellow at the University of Strathclyde and a
practising architect.
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